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Spring 2023 Newsletter

Crear FPE Friznds and Family

The spring semester is past the kafway point. Both Drs. Shana M and Femando
Raffar-Montoys compleied thes first s2miesler 35 assistant professors and hawve besn busy
writng research proposats this sprng Both were sucosssfidl in recaiving ressarch support
for proposals submitied for the UMD Grand Challenges Grant r=2m (r=ad mors on that
below)

Undemgraduzte enrclmant remams just under 100 with the ususl small numbser of
spplzants to begin as fire protection esginesring majors in the fall. Cur recruEment snd
putreach team, ked by Lianag Stizgler Omdorff (listegli@umd sdub, has been highly active
ower the isst eight months @ making presematons 3t numamus local high schoois and
commmungy colisges as well a5 providing tours to many groups of visitors. She 1= assisted
by the FPE Student Ambsssadors whase activities ane supported vis 5 donation from the
Mational Fire Protection Association (MFPA) i you are an gum owside of the College
Park zres whe can atend earesr fairs &t high schoofs and communiy cofeges, piass
comtact Liana for materials and information

We contmue o move foneard in the considerstion of ofiering ENFP undergraduats
pourses anling in the future. Yie've received positve feedback from the colisge leadershio
=nd key people in the university adminisirstion, so 2 formal propesa! will be developad in
the fall for campus processing. We aim to make the onfine courses availsblz in the Fal
2025 semester. Flegse continue fo encowage any interested indeadusls o contact Mool
Hallywood {nialiyw@umd etdu} for moss information

W& hope fo'makes 5 foomal annocdnocement of the next department chaar vany soon (1 was
hopEng 1o miske the anncuncemant prior to distribution of this newsleter, if not bafisrz) |
sppreciste your continued patience =s the unmersity process on this mattsr continuss.
Wihile I'll b= =stepping down 25 chair on Augast 1 3nd retiring from UKD o0 Septernber 1, |
do plan o return in & part-time capacity to t2ach cissses, 3ssist with the tansdion o 2 new
chair and othenwse assst whers nesdsa

Many thanks for yeur conbmied support

Jim Mitke, PhD., PE
UNED FPE Frofessor & Chair

RESEARCH

Taking Shelter: FFE resesmchers, n
collsboration with Kindling, wers featursd
in the Sorng 2023 edition of Engineeang
gt Mandand aricle, “Taking Sheker” an
=forn to betier understznd the causss and
order of magniuds of fires in informa
seifiemients sround the giobe: Led by
Jim: Mikke snd =3 [egion of stedents,
the team hopes bt creste not ust ghobsd
Swareness, but also 3 glota! response.




GRANTS & AWARDS

Raffan-Montoya Receives Grand
Challenges Grant: Femmando Raffan-
Mortoya, = collaborstion with FPE's
Amzgd Troawe and Ling Castano of
URD's Aerospace  Enginesning,  were
Fwarded 8 UMD Grand Chalienges Grant
for their project, entiled, "High-Resolution
Cbserystions of Widfires and  Wiidiand-
Urban-int=rface Fres Through Stase-cof-
the-drt  UWAWs  and  Fire  Imaging
Technologies.” Lesm more.

Hi Receives Dzl Research
Grants: Shuna Ni was awarded o
grants recenly. one from LRDYE Grand
Challenges Progrem for her  project,
entiled, "Undersianding the Impact of
Vind on Fire Dynamess in Mass-Timber
Companments,” and the other from the
hationzl Insiinge of Justice for another
project; enfited, Trwestgating the Impacts
of Architectural Finishes on Fire Pat=ms
i Support of Developing Diata-drven
Tools for Pattem Analyse " Leam mars.

Milke Receives MNFPA  Award: Jim
Milke & the 2022 Hecipent of the
MNFPA Dustnguished Senvice duwsrd, which
recognzes  the scoompishmens  of
imdwidusts rending service not onfy to the
MNFPA, but o the caose of fie safely a=
well Throwghout his o carsen Jim has '
strived o keep the field of fie protection ; :i
current, fouching many  Ives  and ' ;
influsncing ‘careers over the years. Mike t;f \f
viill o= honored: at the MFPA Conference &

Expo in Las Vegas, WY on June 13

2023 FPE DESIGN CHALLENGE

The sinmer of this year's high school design challengs was the "Blazers” from fotre Dame
Pregamatogy. For the first time, the judges wesh fo acknowiedge some incredibly inrovative
designs and have named three honorsbis menton teams:

= Atholton "Raidars”
« [elaths "Foar House
= Elzaheth Seton "Gaslighters

Congratulstions 1o 38 of the t2ams for their hard work, innovates designs, and enthusiasm!
e hope bo s=e 3l t2ams hack nexdt year

1¥ yow weould ke o become 3 wolunt=er judge, or sponsor this event, pleass follow this fink
to the FPE website_ or reach out to Mizole Hollywood for maes information

UPCOMING EVENTS

DR. MILKE
RETIREMENT CELEBRATION

SAVE THEDATE:

6PM ONOCTOBER 7TH, 2023
BETHESDANORTH MARRIOTT
BETHESDA, MARYLAND




